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MORE ABOUT KOBLER'S BIOGRAPHY OF JOHN HUNTER 
B/ A review of Kobler's The Reluctant Surgeon appeared in the 
April 1960 issue of the Bulletin, which was largely unfavor- 
able to that work. J. Menzies Campbell writes, "I concur whole- 
heartedly with your remarks. In my opinion Kobler's book is more 
or less valueless to a historian because it lacks bibliographical 
notes to confirm the innumerable (often lengthy) intimate conver- 
sations and happenings stated to have occurred in the eighteenth 
century. A. D. Black wisely stressed that writings, to be of any 
intrinsic value, must be adequately documented." 


A much more favorable account of the book is contributed by Jane 
Oppenheimer, Professor of Biology at Bryn Mawr College, to the 
Journal of the History of Medicine and Allied Sciences, 16:90-92 
January 1961. Among the things she says about it is: "It is ably 
constructed and, although sometimes uneven stylistically, on the 
whole well written and easily readable. It is fairly accurate in 
scientific and medical detail, though there are some errors. But 
perhaps more important, since this is a biography and not a text- 
book ... it does seem to reproduce with reasonable fidelity most 
of what has been said before about Hunter's life, and much of what 
has been said about his work." 


The Editor of the Bulletin does not agree with many of Dr. Oppen- 
heimer's remarks about this work. However, he believes with Dr. 
J. Menzies Campbell in her criticism as follows: "If Mr. Kobler 
has reproduced for them the substance, might he not also have 
given them, more specifically than in a long list of references, 
the wherewithal to look more deeply into it? It is hard to be- 
lieve that abbreviated annotations indicating the sources of di- 
rect quotations of the words of Hunter himself would have de- 
creased the value of the book for the general public, and they 
would have enhanced it for students of Hunter material." 


Dr. J. Menzies Campbell points out several specific inaccuracies 
in the book. Those which concern the dentist Ruspini are given 
below. 


Kobler: “Ritchie's styptic was supplied to the British Navy by 
royal warrant." (p. 134) 
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J.M.C.: "Obviously he must have carelessly misread my article, 
because the reference was to Ruspini's Styptic." 


Kobler: "Ruspini was one of the showmen operators for the teeth." 
(p. 135) 

J.M.C.: "This is entirely untrue. He, already a qualified sur- 
geon, studied dentistry at Paris under Capperon, and always called 
himself a Surgeon-Dentist." 


Kobler: "Ruspini styled himself ‘The Chevalier'." (p. 135) 
J.M.C.: "This was a reputable title duly entered at the Heralds’ 
Office, London." 


Kobler: "Ruspini began to practice in London under the patronage 
of the ‘Queen Mother'." (p. 136) 

J.M.C.: "Again he is in error, as it was the Dowager Princess of 
Wales whose husband had never ascended the throne of England." 


Kobler: "Ruspini married the heiress of a wealthy surgeon." 
(p. 136) 

J.M.C.: "He did not. His father-in-law was an aristrocrat and 
extensive land owner." 

Kobler: ‘"Ruspini endowed an orphanage for girls." (p. 136) 
J.M.C.: "He did not. He founded it--two entirely different 
things:" 


A.A.H.D. OFFICERS 
B/ At the annual meeting of the American Academy of the History of 
Dentistry, held at Los Angeles, California, October 14, 1960, 
Harry B. McCarthy, Dallas, Texas, was installed as President; James 
M. Courtney, Cleveland, Ohio, and Prof. Gardner P. H. Foley, Balti- 
more, Maryland, were elected to the offices of President-elect and 
Vice-President, respectively; Milton B. Asbell, Camden, New Jersey, 
and George B. Denton, Evanston, Illinois, were re-elected to the 
offices of Secretary-Treasurer and Editor, respectively. 


@ @ Arthur H. Merritt, a member and former president of the Ameri- 

can Academy of the History of Dentistry, died February 9, 1961 
at the age of ninety-one. The Academy has profited much from his 
beneficence. The Library of the American Dental Association had a 
fund furnished by Dr. Merritt for rare books. On the occasion of 
the Association's Centenary Celebration in 1959, Dr. Merritt sup- 
plied the money for the purchase of the three-volume edition 
(Malgaigne) of Ambrois Paré's Works presented by the AAHD to the 
ADA. Dr. Merritt published, in 1958, Arthur Hastings Merritt: An 
Autobiography. 


*** his number was issued in February 1961. 
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